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to the commumes through projects dedicated to preserving the local culture and
Many of the Philippimes are still unscathed by the ecolomcal toll

that extensive tourism has taken on hotspots such as Thailand and Malaysia, and
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exclusive to Kangaroo Island. Andf
that hasn't convinced vou, the lodge
15 nestled on a chifftop overlooking the
Southern Ocean. It
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DEPARTURES  Last minute deals
Flight

Destination
LOS ANGELES

PARIS
TOKYO
PERTH

VANCOUVER

Price

$2
$6
$2
$3
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might even be better

Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort
and Spa, Maldives

Liver since yvou read The Swiss Famnly
Kobin: child, vou probably
never stopped imagiming what it
would be like to live in a tree house.
Now you can relive vour yvouthiul
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fantasy and rediscover the tropics from
new heights, with a trip to Shangn

La's new Villingih Resort and Spa on
Addu Atoll in the southern Maldives
Composed of 142 villas in total, 16 of
these are treehouse villas that perch

on three metre tall stilts, each with an
clevated mhnity pool and spacious
wooden deck. Shangri-la s currenthy
| package in which
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while only paving for five, including

a comphimentary CHI spa treatment
For those who like to keep 1t short and
sweel, a three-nig ||l trip includes a free
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Expiration

31/07 /09
06 /09 /09
16 /08 /09
30/09/09
17/,07/09

Songtsam Retreat,
Shangri-La

Location

As the title suggests, this new
hotel is in the famous town

of... Zhongdian. Well, what was
formerly known as Zhongdian.

In 2001, the name of the county
was officially changed to Shangri-
La in an effort to attract foreign
tourists, and, presumably, overseas
hotel investment; such as this
boutique property from Accor.

First Iimpressions

Perched at a height of 3,300
metres above sea level, the
property s low-storey stone
architecture blends in with its
breathtaking surroundings - not
to mention its neighbour the
Songzanlin Monastery. Dating
back to 1679, it is the largest
Tibetan religious site outside of
Tibet proper.

Accomodation

The 75 rooms and suites all
feature working fireplaces, timber
floors, oak wall panelling, Tibetan
rugs, and wooden bath tubs - plus
views of the lush green hills (or
snow-capped peaks if you visit in
winter). If we had to sum up in two
words, they'd be: rustic charm.

Facilities

In keeping with the relaxed
atmosphere, the simple facilities
consist of a spa, Western and
Tibetan restaurants, and a bar
with expansive terrace. The hotel
can also arrange tours of the
monastery and town, as well as
hiking and horse riding excursions.

The verdict

This isn't a destination where
you come to party; rather it's the
ideal place for quiet reflection. As
such, the Songtsam has perfectly
captured the spirit of Shangri-La
- even if that isn’t its real name.
Simon Ostheimer

+86 BB7 828 5555; www.mgallery.

com. See website for special offers.
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